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ABSTRACT : 

PURPOSE: To compress an image efficiently without increasing the 
circuit 

scale by correcting a gradation characteristic with a characteristic 
different 

from each area obtained by an image separate means and compressing 
the entire 

image after the correction. 

CONSTITUTION: An image signal is given to a shading correction 
section 103, 

in which the signal is corrected for the shading characteristic by an 
image 

read section comprising a CCD 1 and the resulting signal is given to 
a LOG 

transformation section 104, in which the luminance signal is 
transformed into a 

density signal. In parallel with image area separation by an image 
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separate 

section 105, optimum gradation correction is implemented for each 
element . 

Gradation correction to eliminate a high frequency component is 
applied 

especially to only a character area by a gradation correction table 
106 to 

enhance the compression efficiency. A selector 107 selects 
photograph data A 

and character data B for each element by using a signal outputted 
from the 

separate section 105 as a select signal. Data outputted from the 
selector 107 

are compressed by a common coder 108 and the result is stored in a 
memory 109. 
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